
 

 

 “Playing the saxophone is like marriage.  
It looks easy until you try it.” 

 

Last season, we featured the percussion 
section in our March newsletter.  Several 
folks commented that they found it 
helpful to meet fellow band members by 
section, so in this issue, we are getting 
better acquainted with the sax players. 

 

GLENDA SCHAEFER – Glenda first joined 
our group the second 
year it was in exist-
ence, about 2005.  It is 
certainly true that 
when Glenda joined, 
the group was much 
smaller and less ac-
complished than it is 
today.  In those early days, all rehearsals 
were held at the clubhouse in Imperial 
Wilderness and Eric Ernst was  the direc-
tor.  (Eric always insisted that he should-
n’t have been the director, but he certain-
ly kept things moving forward in those 
first years.  Since the folks who were in 
the group way back then remember 
those times fondly, I’ve concluded that 
Eric probably didn’t give himself enough 
credit.  Certainly, he and Bernie, his older 
brother, were excellent cheerleaders and 
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ambassadors for getting more people 
involved.) 

Glenda attended a very small school, 
which did not have an elementary mu-
sic program, so she began playing the 
saxophone as an eighth grader.  She 
played during her high school years and 
then did not play again until she joined 
our group in those early years.  She also 
plays the piano.  At the beginning, she 
was self-taught, but when she went to 
college at Western Michigan, she took 
lessons.  There she also sang in the col-
lege choir.  Glenda had also sung in her 
church choir and her high school choir, 
too.   

Growing up, Glenda was surrounded by 
a musical family.  Her mother, who was 
also a self-taught pianist, felt free to 
correct Glenda’s mistakes when she 
heard them.  Glenda had a brother who 
played trumpet and another brother 
who was a drummer.  Her older sister 
played the sax.  Glenda has always par-
ticipated in the choral group at Imperial 
Wilderness, when one has been in ex-
istence.  Unfortunately, Imperial Wil-
derness does not have a chorus direc-
tor this year, to the dismay of many 
enthusiastic and willing singers there. 

One of the many former teachers in 
our group, Glenda taught in Michigan 
for 30 years.  For 25 of those years,  
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Rehearsals:   

Each Thursday at the Golden Gate 

Community Center, 4901 Golden Gate 

Pkwy, Naples  34116; 10:00-12:00,     

October through April. 

Performances: 

Sunday, March 11, 3:00, The Carlisle, 6945 

Carlisle Ct, Naples, 34109  (afterward, 

going to Millers Ale House) 

March 18, 6:00,  Imperial Wilderness, 

14100 Tamiami Trail, E, Naples 34114 

(afterward is an ice cream social) 

March 25, 2:00-4:00, Mackle Park, Marco 

Island.  (afterward going somewhere...The 

Sand Bar?) 

Tuesday,  March 27, 5:00, Knights of 

Columbus, San Marco Catholic Church, 

851 San Marco Rd. Marco Island, 34145 

(dinner for us, $5 for guests, then we play) 

Saturday, April 7, morning (time TBA), 

AVOW Hospice Butterfly Release, Cam-

bier Park, Downtown Naples.   

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Saxophones 

 she taught elementary vocal music and for 5 

years, she taught English and history in Jun-

ior High school.  After retiring in 1993, 

Glenda began spending her winters in Na-

ples.  In addition to our group, Glenda en-

joys playing Mah Jong.  She loves to travel, 

also.  

 

JEFF FREELAN – Jeff 

has been playing the ten-

or sax for about six 

years.  He learned about 

our group from Bob Sil-

verman, who had joined 

us just a short time be-

fore introducing Jeff to 

the group.  This is Jeff’s 

3rd season with Naples New Horizons 

Band, which he enjoys very much. 

Although Jeff played clarinet in his high 

school band, he put that instrument away in 

1966 and hadn’t thought much about getting 

back into a group until he attended a con-

cert at a community center in Toronto.  The 

group featured in that program was named 

“Resa’s Pieces Concert Band”.  This concert 

was in 2001 and it intrigued Jeff enough to 

find out more about the group.  He even 

went out and got a saxophone so he could 

start relearning some old skills and adding 

some new ones along the way.  Although 

music isn’t a family thing for Jeff, he has 

continued his membership in Resa’s Piec-

es Concert Band, when he is in Toronto 

and joins us during his time in the Naples 

area.   

Jeff is an active man who likes to exercise.  

He enjoys golfing, biking, and says he loves 

to walk.  With such healthy habits, we 

hope he will be playing that sax for many 

years to come. 

 

ANDY PANICO – To summarize all 

the musical experiences Andy has had in a 

few paragraphs is a 

daunting task, so this 

will be an article 

about highlights, with 

a promise that I will 

try to write about his 

military musical days 

in a later article.  

Andy started his musi-

cal journey at the age of nine, when he 

began playing the alto sax in grade school.  

By his sophomore year of high school, he 

and some classmates had started a wed-

ding and party band.      
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A nugget of wisdom from Ken: 

 If you think you hear geese, but you are indoors,  

the sax players are warming up.  
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At the age of 19, Andy joined the U.S. Marines and 

auditioned for the band while he was in boot 

camp.  He did not learn he had made the band un-

til boot camp and infantry training were over.  In 

the succeeding months Andy literally traveled the 

world and played wherever he went. 

When Andy returned home, he studied with a jazz 

musician who instructed him on sax and intro-

duced him to the flute.  Andy was back playing 

weddings and parties once again with a variety of 

groups.  

In 1975, Andy opened a music store.  Since he was 

supporting a family of six, he didn’t quit his day 

job.  He featured music lessons and instrument 

sales, but the big box music stores were moving in 

by then.  Even with tough competition, Andy 

stayed in business for nine years.  When his build-

ing was sold, Andy decided to close rather than 

seek out a different location.  

For a period, he stopped playing sax entirely.  But   

after a hiatus of several years, Andy crossed paths 

with a student from his music store days who was 

teaching guitar and performing in his area.  The 

young man, now in his 40s, was an accomplished 

performer.  At the age of 64, Andy began taking 

guitar lessons with his former student.  Practicing 

guitar got Andy thinking about his sax, so he began 

playing it again every once in a while.   

In January of 2014, Andy and his wife left for Na-

ples, intending to stay for three months.  They en-

joyed going to garage sales, buying items and sell-

ing them on Ebay.  One such jaunt found them at a 

community garage sale in Riviera.  Andy got ac-

quainted with Max Russell that day and Max men-

tioned that his wife, Susan, was in a band for sen-

iors.  When Andy showed interest, Max was happy 

to get Ken Carper’s phone number for him.  

It only took one rehearsal for Andy to know that 

the group was a good fit for him.  With a modern 

set of hearing aids, he can adjust them to cut out 

all the high stuff and he doesn’t worry about doing 

further damage to his hearing.  He also plays guitar 

in the blues band that Hank Ventry has organized.  

Because more music is always better, Andy also 

plays in the Lee County Community Band that 

meets in Ft. Myers and gives monthly concerts in 

Cape Coral. 

 JOHN ROMANO – John’s fa-

ther was a prominent jazz sax-

ophone player in Springfield, 

Illinois who wanted his son to 

play and enjoy the instrument 

he loved so much and played 

so well.  At the ripe old age of 

eight or nine, John did not have time to give to 

that pursuit.  He wanted to be outside playing bas-

ketball, football, and baseball with his friends.  

Practicing the half hour each day his father re-

quired was much too boring.   

It wasn’t until after his retirement in 2003, that 

John got his father’s sax out of his parents’ attic.  A 

trip to a music store to buy a beginning saxophone 

instruction book finally got John started on his mu-

sical journey. There was a band at the church John 

attended in Springfield and eventually, John joined  
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them.  The other players were encouraging and realized 

that John had some improvising abilities which should 

be cultivated and gradually he became more confident.  

In Naples, John became a substitute teacher in the Colli-

er County Schools.  His favorite subjects for subbing 

were music and physical education.  One day, while vis-

iting with a friend at one of the local gyms, he men-

tioned this fact and the friend asked if he played an in-

strument.  John replied that he played sax and flute.  

The friend’s wife knew Tom Torr and encouraged Tom 

to get in touch with John and tell him about the Naples 

New Horizons Band.  This led to the opening of a new 

chapter in John’s life.   

He attended his first practice four years ago and felt 

somewhat overwhelmed.  After the rehearsal, John told 

Ken Carper that he had real doubts about his abilities 

especially reading the part.  Ken encouraged John to 

keep trying and begin just reading one or two notes and 

playing those tones whenever they appeared in the mu-

sic.  That was just the method John used, adding new 

notes as he could; soon he began to realize he was hav-

ing what he describes as an “incredible learning experi-

ence”.   

John says this brings him a level of enjoyment he had 

never expected to find playing music as part of a group.  

He also believes that when he looks into the audience, 

he sees everyone smiling in a way that causes him to 

believe they are reflecting his joy. 

Pastimes for John include kayaking, biking, and a daily 

trip to the gym.  His frugal Italian heritage makes him 

spend time on the golf course.  He says he really doesn’t 

like it, but he bought those stupid clubs and refuses to 

waste money by not using them. Because of his friend-

ships with Tom Torr and Hank Ventry, he also plays in 

two other bands. 

Although John’s dad passed away some time ago, he 

feels his father looking over his shoulder at band gigs, 

saying, “I told you this would be the greatest thing you 

would ever do, but as usual, you just wouldn’t listen to 

me.”  Now John knows just how right his dad really was! 

 

 HANK VENTRY – Many of us got started on our in-

struments through school music programs, but 

Hank’s story is a little different.  When he was four-

teen, his mother started 

teaching him chords on the 

piano and how you could 

sing and accompany your-

self by learning just three 

chords; the C,F, and G. 

Hank got the idea quickly 

and was having a great 

time singing and accompa-

nying himself on the piano 

when his dad announced 

he needed to learn to play a horn.  Hank assured 

his dad that he liked playing the piano and enjoyed 

what he was doing.  His father’s reply was that if he 

played a horn, he wouldn’t be singing at the same 

time!   

Being an obedient son, Hank went to the band di-

rector the next day, introduced himself, and told 

the older gentleman that he wanted to play a horn.  

The band director pointed to a black case and said 

that no one had played that C melody sax since 

sometime in the 1930’s.  “Take it home.  Tell your 

father to clean it up, and bring it back tomorrow.  

Then I’ll show you how to play it.”  That is how the 

school music program worked for Hank and the 

rest, as they say, is history! 

Like some of the rest of us, Hank isn’t sure just how 

long he’s been in the band, but it’s been a while 

now.  Sometimes we just lose track of time because 

we’re having so much fun!  In addition to sax and  
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piano, Hank plays a little guitar and clarinet.  

However, with all his saxophones, he keeps 

pretty busy.  He plays  tenor sax on Sundays as 

part of the worship team at the North Naples 

Baptist Church.  On Monday morning, he switch-

es to baritone sax to play with the Naples Swing 

Band, and by Wednesday afternoon he is playing 

alto with the East Naples Community Band.  

After our practice on Thursday morning, he 

leads the Blues and Jazz Ensemble in the after-

noon.  Hank is also the director of the New Hori-

zons Summer Band and the webmaster for our 

Naples New Horizons Band. 

Hank was a teacher in the Collier County Public 

School System for 30 years.  His degree is in 

mathematics, but when he got his hands on a 

computer for the first time in 1970, he found a 

new area of expertise.  Thanks to his mom’s in-

sistence that he take typing in high school, Hank 

felt right at home with the computer keyboard.  

He was soon selected to teach computer classes 

and spent the next 27 years of his career doing 

just that.  Even though he is retired from the 

classroom, Hank teaches adult education classes 

three evenings every week. 

At this point I need to tell you that Hank is an 

amazing teacher with endless patience with 

people who are computer “dummies”.  His rates 

are very reasonable and if you don’t have grand-

children nearby who can teach you how to do 

everything, Hank can.  He makes house calls and 

acts like all our questions are good ones, even 

though he probably laughs about them when he 

gets back to his car.  What’s really amazing is 

that he does all this with a smile!!! 
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Tuning Up for Another Year 

On October 26, 2017, members of the Na-

ples New Horizons Concert Band met at the 

Golden Gate Community Center for their 

first rehearsal of the 2017-2018 Season un-

der the leadership of Dr. Ken Carper.  This is 

a new location for rehearsals and seems to 

be working well, except the week that a car-

nival arrived and made parking impossible !  

 The fall had been a trying time.  We were all 

delighted to see one another, but saddened 

to learn how many of our members had 

suffered damage in Hurricane Irma, who 

blew into town on Sept. 10 for a short, de-

structive, and memorable visit.   

As we began to play, we discovered that 

some of us had practiced over the summer 

months and some, not so much.  This made 

us a little shaky at times, but it was great to 

be together again. 

By December we were feeling confident 

enough to play our first “gig” at Reflection 

Lakes Clubhouse where we first enjoyed a 

covered dish dinner and then performed for 

an enthusiastic group of folks who seemed 

happy to be our first audience of the season.  

                                               continued on p. 6  
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Tuning Up   
The second full week of December was a very busy 

one with four concerts in five days.  On December 

10th, we played at the Imperial Wilderness Club-

house.  This is always a bit like going home, since it 

is where our group originated about 15 years ago 

when Eric Ernst, aided by his brother, Bernie, man-

aged to convince some friends that having a band 

would be terrific! 

The next evening our group moved to the Club-

house at Riviera to present a musical extravaganza 

in conjunction with the Riviera-Hitching Post Choral 

Group.  The choral ensemble has appeared with the 

band all four years for this program.  The choral 

group is conducted by Pat Tingley, and accompa-

nied by Tom Tingley, two band members.   

December 13th we celebrated our “2nd Concert in 

the Dark” with a program played much more in the 

light.  There was 

one light on a 

motion sensor, 

which would go 

off when Ken’s 

conducting 

would become 

more subdued; 

but for those who remember last year, it was a gi-

ant size improvement this year.  Of course, the 

hayride, the 

wonderful 

food, and 

the fun 

were all 

there and 

were ac-

companied 

by the dulcet tones of Alan Bearman’s guitar.   

A lovely evening ended with promises to meet on 

the next day at St. Matthew’s House Store on Air-

port Road.  We played for a group that increased in 

size with each number.  (It is encouraging when that 

happens, not the opposite.) The Pennsylvania Quar-

tet with arrangements by the talented Doug Den-

isen, did several selections which were extremely 

well received.  When we thought we had finished, 

James McDuffy, an area vocalist appeared at Ken’s 

elbow and asked us to repeat two numbers so that 

he could sing with us.  Of course, Ken graciously ac-

ceded to his wishes.  With holiday thoughts and 

wishes to all, we packed up and headed for home, 

some with up-coming travel plans.   

We took a holiday break, regrouping January 4, 

2018, to continue our season with the 50-piece “in 

season” version of our band. 

A ONE, and A Two… 

To help understand how musical time and counting 

is shown by the conductor’s motions, Ken asked 

the band players to practice conducting during 

some warm-up sessions.   

One of our percussionists teased that when she 

went home she studied Lawrence Welk’s con-

ducting technique! 
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In addition to playing with our Naples New Hori-

zons Band clarinet section for the past two seasons, 

Craig Fenton is a board member of our group and, 

at the last board meeting, was elected President of 

our group.   

Last season Craig 

offered to be our 

”bookie”….also 

known as the “gig-

getter”.    He is re-

sponsible for making 

arrangements for 

our two programs at 

Mackle Park on 

Marco Island, our 

lunch program at 

the United Church 

of Marco Island, our 

program at the Carlisle, and so on.  (Concerning our 

2-hour program at Mackle Park, several audience 

members came forward, after the concert, to en-

gage band members in conversation about the pro-

gram.  What a compliment it is when the audience 

makes such an effort to speak their thoughts.  I had 

the feeling that they really “got” what our group is 

about and what it means to those of us who partici-

pate.) 

Craig began playing the clarinet when he was in the 

4th grade.  He remembers seeing the Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day parade in 1951 with his father.  

After the parade, they went to Gimbel’s where his 

dad bought Craig his first clarinet.  Craig continued 

playing through junior and senior high school and 

college, too. He also began playing tenor sax in jun-

ior and senior high joining the dance bands.  During 

his last two years of high school, Craig was the 

drum major of the marching band and the student 

conductor of the concert band.  In college, Craig 

played bass clarinet in the concert band and per-

cussion in the marching band. 

After graduating from the University of Pennsylva-

nia in 1964, Craig put his musical career on hold for 

many years.  He was pretty busy with his “other 

career”.  He attended New York Medical College in 

NYC, graduating with his MD degree in May, 1968.  

Following an internship in Harrisburg, PA, Craig en-

listed in the US Army, serving from August, 1969 

through July 1971.  He did a diagnostic radiology 

residency and nuclear medicine fellowship at the 

Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania in Phila-

delphia from September 1971 through March 1975.  

Next came a move to Peoria, Illinois, where he 

practiced radiology and nuclear medicine until his 

retirement in June, 2009. 

In the fall of 2014, a 

jazz drummer friend 

handed Craig a wash-

board to play at a jazz 

festival in Clearwater 

Beach.  Craig’s music 

career was back ON!!!  Craig continued playing 

washboard with the Marco Island Strummers dur-

ing the 2015 winter season.  Some folks, who knew 

Craig’s musical background, encouraged him to 

play clarinet with the Strummers.  That pushed him 

to take clarinet lessons when he returned to Peoria 

that summer.  The next two years, he played clari-

net with the Strummers for the winter seasons. 
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When in Peoria, Craig plays clarinet with the Peoria Area Senior Citizens Band and the Peoria Heights Community Band.  

These groups are composed of many former music teachers who have played continuously throughout their adult lives, 

but there are others who have had a break of anywhere from 20 to 50 years when they did not play.  The percentage of 

folks who took “time off” is probably not as high as it is with our group. 

Craig and his wife, Kathy, own a condo in this area and have been coming here since 2007.  They plan on spending four 

months here during season each year.  Craig has enjoyed his two previous seasons with the Naples New Horizons Band 

and looks forward to another great season in 2018.  We feel fortunate that Craig has chosen to take such an active role in 

our band. 

The April issue of Old Notes Never Die will include an article about the  

New Horizons Florida Open House.  Five New Horizons groups had  

very successful sessions sharing the fun and learning opportunities  

in their group rehearsals.   



PAGE 9 

The New Horizons International Music Association (NHIMA)  from Ken 

I believe in it.   

I was thrilled to be elected to the Board of Directors of NHIMA January 1, 2016.  And, I was surprised 

when I was elected President of the organization in April of 2017.  New Horizons Board members serve a 

single three-year term; mine will end December 31 of this year.  I cannot remember ever giving more vol-

unteer hours to an organization. 

Are you a NHIMA member?  Many players assume they are members of NHIMA because they are mem-

bers of their local band.  Unfortunately, this is not the case.  Your local band depends on your support to 

keep it functioning.  In a similar way, dues from NHIMA members keep the over-arching New Horizons 

organization functioning. One of NHIMA’s largest expenses is providing start-up grants to each new music 

group.  And one of our primary ways of getting the news out about NHIMA is through our website 

(www.newhorizonsmusic.org), which is a rather large expense.  Leaders are not paid or reimbursed for 

travel and expenses.   Roy Ernst travels to visit bands and music camps at his own expense.  The Board 

and Officers travel to meetings and events at their expense.   

How much are the Dues?  Dues are low to enable people, almost regardless of their income, to join the 

fun.  Individuals pay $10/year and couples pay $15.  That said, the first dues increase since the beginning 

of the organization 25 years ago will go into effect in the fall—increasing by two dollars per year. 

Many of us have run into people who ask about joining a band.  Here is something you can print off and share 

with them: 

Active participation in music fills important needs for adults—the need for challenging intellectual activity, the need 

to be a contributing member of a group, and the need to have exciting events in the future. For many people, music 

serves these needs better than anything else. Here is what some participants say: 

• Being retired and widowed I joined the band to have something to do. Now I don’t know what I would do with-

out it. 

• This comes at a time in life when you have the time to devote to it. When you join the band, you stick with it. 

Not many people drop out. It’s something that holds you. 

• Next to my family, certainly, the musical activity is the most important thing in my life. 

Many adults want the socialization of group instruction, and they want to be part of an ensemble right from the 

start. Adults participating in such a music program meet new friends and become an important part of a group. 

They have events to look forward to – concerts to play, concerts to attend, and trips. Such goals give added mean-

ing and purpose to life. Strong friendships are formed  in New Horizons groups. 

Music is a way of experiencing life. It can be the object of deep contemplation and a way of experiencing a broad 

range of emotions. It provides an opportunity to experience profound and serious thoughts or joyful moments. It 

makes connections to the past, the present, and the future. It also connects one to other individuals and 

other cultures. Making music is a way of making vital connections to life. 


