
 

  The clarinet section of a concert band is 
as important to the band as the violin 
section of a symphony orchestra is to that 
ensemble.  It would be nice if our group 
was larger, but our players are mighty.  
They do an excellent job of playing their 
parts with clarity and precision.  Some-
times they sound stronger than we might 
expect when considering their numbers.      

   They are a diverse and extremely inter-
esting group who got started on their mu-
sical journey in a variety of ways, and this 
year they are really raising the bar for 
other sections with their extra rehearsals. 

Jim Blanton.  A three-year 
member of the Naples 
New Horizons Band, Jim 
found our group by 
searching the internet.  He 

says that he found our great website and 
we feel it is really working for us when it 
brings us people like Jim.   

   As a high school student, Jim played tu-
ba, but at this point in his life he wanted 
to explore something different.  He had 
always enjoyed the sound of the clarinet, 
so in planning for his retirement, Jim de-
cided this would be the time to take on a 
new challenge. 

   Jim found a retired band director who 
agreed to take him on as a student.  At 
the beginning he really started from 
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scratch even having to deal with music 
reading skills once again.  He admits 
that he probably did not realize how 
much of a challenge he had chosen for 
himself, but he was determined to im-
prove his skills and that meant prac-
tice!  After three years of lessons, Jim 
was eager to try playing in a band.  
That took him to the previously men-
tioned internet search.  Jim found both 
of the Carpers to be extremely welcom-
ing to him and encouraged him to be-
come part of a group designed just for 
the type of player he is.  Jim is en-
thused about playing with NNHB, and 
especially about the great people he 
has met. 

   Jim and his wife, Frances, have been 
married for more than 50 years and 
have three children and seven grand-
children.  Jim is a Navy veteran who 
served during the Viet Nam War.  He 
spent 25 years in the automobile busi-
ness.  He holds a Master’s Degree in 
Accounting and Taxation from Florida 
Gulf Coast University and worked as a 
CPA with an accounting firm in Fort 
Myers until he retired three years ago. 

   I cannot sum-up this sketch half as 
well as Jim did so this is a direct quote.  
“They say do things that give you joy, 
and music and being a part of Naples 
New Horizons Band gives me a lot of 
joy!” 

                             (continued on page 3) 

N A P L E S  N E W  H O R I Z O N S  B A N D   

Old Notes Never Die 
A P R I L ,  2 0 1 9  V O L U M E  7 ,  I S S U E  2  

NEWSLETTER 
STAFF: 

Pat Tingley,  

   Head Writer 

Ken Carper,  

   Editor-in-Chief 

 

Rehearsals:   

Thursdays at the 
Golden Gate Com-
munity Center, 
4901 Golden Gate 
Pkwy, Naples  
34116  

10:00-12:00      

October through 
March 

 

Website:  

NaplesNHBand.com    

* * * * * * * * * *  

   Contact:  
k.carper@comcast.net 

 

   Bookings: 

cheyennebfenton 
@aol.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Are Three Heads Better than One? by Pat Tingley 

    

 

 

 

 

       Conductors Ken Wistrom, Ken Carper, and Doug  

               Denisen practicing a strict, firm pose ! 

 

The answer to the question depends on the 
circumstances.  In the case of the Naples New 
Horizons Band for the 2018-19 season, the 
answer is a resounding YES!   

   Our group has benefitted greatly by having 
three directors this year.  All are erudite musi-
cians who have worked with bands for many 
years.  What is even better is that they have 
tremendous respect for each other and will-
ingly agree that they learn from one another.   

   For the band, it is so important to learn to 
adapt to following a variety of conductors.  
The beat patterns are certainly similar, but not 
identical.  Each has points of emphasis, which 
may get the group to the same outcome, but 
gets there in a somewhat different method. 

   Another important consideration is that 
since the very nature of New Horizons groups 
is to focus on an older population, the direc-
tors of such groups may not be extremely 
youthful either.  (Our directors have youthful 
attitudes and outlooks, but are not extremely 
young in years.)   

  Doug Denisen, our arranger extra-ordinaire, 
had a very difficult start to this season.  A case 
of pneumonia, which had sidelined him for a 
large portion of last summer, just went on and 
on.  Doug began to wonder if he would ever 
fully recover.  Fortunately, he has; but the 
road has been a real challenge.   

   Ken Carper, our fearless leader for 
fifteen plus years, had cataract surgeries 
in the November and January and has 
suffered with a rotator cuff problem for 
considerable time.  (He was probably 
bothered long before he admitted it.)  Just 
now, Ken is recuperating from the surgery 
for that and faces a period of physical 
therapy.  We hope he returns to his old 
form quickly, but it stands to reason that 
he may not be eager to re-injure his 
shoulder.  We do not want that either! 

   Both Ken and Doug were thrilled to wel-
come Ken Wistrom, a new member this 
season, from the Chicago area.  Ken plays 
flute and is a retired band director.  (So is 
his wife, Lorraine.)  When he agreed to 
share some of the conducting duties, Ken 
C. and Doug were overjoyed.  Both enjoy 
playing and under the circumstances, 
were relieved to have a third person 
share the baton wielding. 

   However, Ken Wistrom is also facing 
some physical difficulties.  He has just 
concluded cataract surgery and will be 
having one more vision surgery within the 
next few weeks.  So he too, will be facing 
circumstances which may restrict con-
ducting activities. 

   Our season is nearing completion, but 
we are always looking ahead.  How fortu-
nate we are to have three directors with 
the positive energy these three bring!  All 
are fun-loving at times and ready with a 
quip.  But all three are extremely talented 
musicians.  We have great learning oppor-
tunities here.  Let’s make the most of 
them!!! 

O L D  N O T E S  N E V E R  D I E  
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Jack Breaton.  Jack travels to us 

each season from Essex, Ontario 

and has been with our group since 

2011.   

     He also plays with the East Na-

ples Band.  In addition to his musical endeavors in 

our area, Jack plays with two concert bands in 

Windsor/Essex, Ontario.  Both bands consist of 

musicians ranging in age from 15 to more than 85.  

Part of the fun of that experience for Jack was be-

ing in the same clarinet section as his grand-

daughter, who has since moved away to pursue a 

career as a police officer.  Currently, his grandson 

is in the percussion section of the same band. 

   Jack began his clarinet journey in his ninth grade 

instrumental music class.  Following that he played 

in the school concert band for three years.  He 

moved on to play in a military reserve concert 

band for eight years.  Jack also played alto sax and 

clarinet in a five person dance band for 20 years. 

   Jack holds an Honour Bachelor of Commerce 

(accounting) from the University of Windsor and 

masters degrees in Public Administration and Edu-

cation from the University of Detroit.  He has been 

employed in public accounting with Price Water-

house  Chartered Accountants as well as many 

years in education as a secondary teacher, school 

administrator, and 12 years as a Superintendent of 

Schools.   

   Jack and his wife Elizabeth have been married 55 

plus years and have three children and six grand-

children, all of whom are adults.  Jack enjoys 

woodworking and glamping (glamorous camping).  

He and Elizabeth spend their summers living in a 

travel trailer parked near Lake Erie on the north 

side.  Sounds great, doesn’t it? 

 

Christine Brubaker.  Having just 

joined our group in October of 

2018, Christine is the newest mem-

ber of this section and a most wel-

come addition.  She first learned 

about NNHB from Craig Fenton.   

   She is enjoying her association with our group 

and stresses how much she has enjoyed meeting 

new folks many of whom share a number of her 

interests.  Christine played guitar in the past and 

thinks she might like to try it again sometime, but 

she is really excited about learning some keyboard 

skills.  She says that she is too busy here in Florida 

to get started, but she has promised herself that 

when she gets back to Virginia for the summer, she 

is going to carve some time out of her schedule to 

get started on that project.   

   Christine grew up in Pittsburgh, PA and played 

clarinet in all her school groups as she moved 

through the system, grades 5-12.   

   A graduate of Penn State University, Christine 

holds a Bachelor of Science in Nursing.  She 

worked for a time in PA, but eventually moved on 

to Virginia.  There she entered a nurse practitioner 

program at the Medical College of Virginia, from 

which she graduated with a masters degree as a 

nurse practitioner.  

                                                   (continued next page) 
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   That was a career she practiced for 25 years and 
she has tremendous enthusiasm for that career and 
feels it provides limitless opportunities in the short 
term and long term future.  (At that point in the 
interview, I got carried away asking questions be-
cause we have a niece currently working as a nurse 
who is considering entering a nurse practitioner 
program.  Christine is a generous soul who willingly 
answered my questions and offered to speak with 
our niece when she visits us in April.  She is a won-
derful resource on this subject.) 

   Back to business.  I learned that Christine has 
many other interests which claim her time and tal-
ents.  She loves to read and travel.  She enjoys bike 
riding and gardening and she is very glad that Craig 
got her involved with this band because she thinks 
“we are a fun bunch of folks”. 

 

Pam Cannon. When creativity was 
passed out, Pam got all of her share 
and that of some other folks as well.  
She lives and breathes ideas for new 
projects and with her art teacher and 

graphic arts background, she is always busy making 
something.  At the moment it is a pair of ceramic 
buffalo bookends.  She is in charge of the bulletin 
boards in the community hall of Riviera, where she 
and her husband Bill, live.  Whoever gave her that 
job, clearly knew what they were doing. 

   Concerning NNHB, Pam is a long time member 
who has been with us from the early days when we 
met at Imperial Wilderness.  She has been playing 
clarinet for some time now, but Pam began taking 
lessons at age 40.  She took private lessons on the 
same day as several elementary students.  They 
were sure she was someone’s mother and even 
suspected she might be a “plant” who would report 
any unsatisfactory behavior to their parents.  They 
couldn’t believe that she was just a beginner like 
they were. 

   Pam joined the Noank-Mystic Community Band in 
Connecticut where she played for 15 years.  Upon 

arriving in Florida, she started with a group of older 
guys who played big band music using a fake book.  
When she inquired about what key they were in, 
the answer was “who cares”.  She learned to im-
provise and soon loved the whole experience.   

   Pam also plays piano and enjoyed singing barber-
shop harmonies with her father.  Pam was featured 
in one of our earlier editions of this newsletter, so 
much of her bio is not repeated here.  What you 
need to know is that she is a lively lady who has 
faced some issues with courage and she has a great 
sense of humor! 

 

Joe Casey – Joe comes to us a begin-
ning clarinet player who admits feel-
ing some frustration with everything 
in our music scores that is not actual 
notes.  I suspect that means dynamic 

markings, first and second endings, and the many 
things that are additional to reading the notes.  He 
has had help as he attends practice and he espe-
cially thanks Pam, Jim, Jack, Hank, and Ed for help-
ing him navigate the confusion. 

   Joe chose the clarinet as a good activity to learn 
while sitting down.  Some health issues made him 
realize that with the leg problems he was experi-
encing, he needed to find a challenge he could 
work on while seated.  About the same time, he 
met John, from our percussion section and John 
told him about our band and his experiences with 
it.  Just a little later, Joe met a retired music teacher 
who encouraged him to rent a clarinet and give it a 
try.  It was one of those moments we have now and 
then, saying to ourselves, well why not? 

   Joe’s career years have all been spent in the avia-
tion industry.  He joined the Navy after high school 
and spent three years on an aircraft carrier.  After 
his discharge, Joe went to the University of Minne-
sota and then on to Aviation University and got his 
flying licenses under the GI Bill. 

                                                 (continued next page) 
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   Joe started his flying career as a flight instruc-
tor, then got a job flying a B-17 fighting forest 
fires in the western states.  After a few years of 
firefighting, he spent a season dropping smoke 
jumpers in Yellowstone Park.   

   In winter he hired on as an air taxi pilot, mostly 
flying charters and stiffs for the Mayo Clinic.  His 
next flying job was when he signed on as a cloud 
seeder.  He flew a small twin engine aircraft 
around and under thunderstorms, burning silver 
iodide, to suppress hail and stimulate rain.  After 
a few seasons of cloud seeding, Joe hired on 
with Northwest Airlines out of Minneapolis to fly 
727s. 

   For fun Joe restored antique aircraft, built a 
couple of airplanes and a sailplane and restored 
a few old 1930’s cars and a couple of Corvettes.   

   Joe got married after age 40, but says he has 
the best wife possible.  They also have a dog, 
who keeps him walking. 

 

Craig Fenton.  Craig is the Presi-
dent or our New Horizons Band 
as well as the person who lines 
up most of our gigs.  In addition 
to the clarinet, he proudly lists 

the washboard as one of the other instruments 
he plays.  We know he means this; we were able 
to enjoy his washboard playing talent at our end
-of-season picnic.   

   Craig got his start on the clarinet after he and 
his father attended the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade and then made a stop at Gimbel’s De-
partment Store where his father bought Craig a 
clarinet.  With that purchase he was off to what 
has become an important hobby for life.   

   Craig played throughout junior and senior high 
school and was the drum major and student 
conductor of his marching band. 

   At the University of Pennsylvania, Craig contin-
ued playing clarinet, bass clarinet, bass drum,  

and cymbals in the concert and marching bands.  
When the music director put together small 
dance bands for weekend events, Craig played 
tenor sax and clarinet in those groups.  After 
graduation he did not play again for about 50 
years. 

    One of the reasons for this long hiatus was  
that his career as a doctor kept him pretty busy.  
He attended medical school at New York Medi-
cal College followed by an internship in Harris-
burg, PA.   

   Next came a stint of service as a general medi-
cal officer in the US Army including an “all ex-
penses paid” tour in southeast Asia beginning in 
June 1970.   

Back stateside, Craig returned to the University 
of Pennsylvania for a diagnostic radiology resi-
dency at the university hospital.  Craig practiced 
radiology and nuclear medicine in Peoria, Illinois 
until his retirement in 2009. 

   With his wife Kathy, Craig takes ballroom danc-
ing lessons and they enjoy the various programs 
provided by the Collier library system.  They 
have three grown children and three grandchil-
dren. 

 

Susan Russell.  Susan was re-
cruited for our band by Eric 
Ernst, the founder of our New 
Horizons Band.  Eric’s older 
brother, Bernie, was also pretty 

persuasive in convincing her that she just had to 
do this.  When they learned from a chance re-
mark, made at church choir practice one even-
ing, that Susan had played clarinet in her high 
school band, they were determined that she 
must be in the group they loved so much.  In 
fact the next morning Susan found a clarinet and 
instruction book at her front door, courtesy of 
the Ernst brothers, of course.   

   Susan accepted the challenge, bought her own 
clarinet, and even continued playing after our  

                                             (continued next page) 
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season ended by joining the Cambridge Community 
Band when she returned to Ohio for the summer.  
She also played with a group in her church in Za-
nesville that summer. 

   In addition to her band skills, Susan is a wonderful 
choral singer of the alto variety who can read a 
part.  She has participated in many choral groups 
and continues to do so, both in Florida and Ohio.     

   She plays piano for her own enjoyment, but she is 
very good at getting her parts figured out and com-
ing to rehearsal prepared.  (If I sound like I know 
this, I do.  She is in a group I direct!) 

   Susan was an educator in Ohio for 40 years, teach-
ing everything from kindergarten to graduate stu-
dents.  She likes to say that when she got too old to 
skip, she moved from kindergarten to administra-
tion and working with teachers. 

   Susan and her husband, Max, are very busy and 
active in the Riviera Community where they live.  
They organize many activities there and do all they 
can to make it a great place to enjoy each winter 
season.   

   Susan says she is so happy that nine years ago, 
when the Ernst brothers persuaded her to join 
NNHB and start tooting a clarinet again, she did just 
that.  It is one of her favorite activities.  She is also 
the Secretary of our band. 

 

Carol Thexton. There are not too 
many members of our band who 
were part of the original group start-
ed by Eric Ernst at Imperial Wilder-
ness about 16 seasons ago.  But Car-

ol was one of those original members.  She thanks 
her parents for her love of music.  All five of the 
family members played instruments, BT (before tel-
evision).   

   She has fond memories of family “jam sessions” 
when she was a kid growing up in her home state of 
Massachusetts.  Carol proudly claims loyalty to Bos-
ton’s Red Sox and the New England Patriots, who  

she supported even before they got good and eve-
ryone not from the northeast, began hating them.  

   A middle and high school teacher during the earli-
er part of her career years, Carol eventually became 
a human services worker. 

   Carol and her husband, Bill, have two sons, both 
of whom have families and live in Augusta, Georgia 
and the Grand Canyon.  Bill is a very faithful follow-
er of our group and remembers one day at the Car-
lisle when he was just hanging out in the library 
there.  A resident came in and said to him, “What’s 
all that noise?”  Bill explained a little bit about our 
band and the idea behind New Horizons Bands.  The 
gentleman excused himself to Bill saying that he 
would be back.  He was as good as his word and 
soon came back bearing two glasses of bourbon.  
He quickly gave one glass to Bill saying something 
about how the music would be better with a drink.  
( Since this was a few years ago, I guess we have to 
admit that sometimes our concerts could go down 
better with a good stout drink!) 

   Traveling across this beautiful country in their RV 
has brought the Thextons a wealth of happiness and 
good memories in their retirement.  Carol feels tre-
mendous gratitude to Ken and Carol and others 
who have kept this wonderful organization going 
and growing for all these years.  She needs to keep 
some of that praise for herself because she is a per-
son whose boundless enthusiasm has also made 
this the great group that it is.  She says that the ca-
maraderie and fun things we do go a long way to fill 
in the little lonely spots of missing family when she 
doesn’t get to see them as often as she might like.  
Carol has also helped us by becoming the person 
who handles ordering shirts and hats for our band. 

 

Joyce Wickelgren.  Joyce was born on 
a farm in southern Minnesota, a part 
of the country known for raising corn 
and beans.  She attended a small 
country school where as a seventh 

grader, she began playing clarinet.   It was an   
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instrument that her brother had used before her.  

Music was an activity she really enjoyed, so when 

the opportunity presented itself, she sang in groups 

and church choirs.   

   Years later when she moved into the Imperial Wil-

derness Community, she was facing double knee 

surgery.  Since the band was a sitting activity, not a 

marching group, it was an excellent match for Joyce 

in the situation she was facing.  This was something 

fun to do during her period of limited activity. 

   Joyce’s husband, Don, passed away after a 35 year 

marriage when they had combined his seven chil-

dren and her three children into a big family.  Most 

of their children were involved in both sports and 

music.  Joyce remembers how busy they were run-

ning to sporting events and school concerts.  It must 

have been really hectic at times.  Now when she 

reflects on all the craziness of those days, she re-

members them fondly as real highlights of her life. 

   Joyce’s career was with 3M (Minnesota Mining 

and Manufacturing) where she was employed for 

twenty-eight years after her graduation  from Man-

kato State University.  

   Today,  Joyce enjoys riding her bike, quilting 

(which she has learned since arriving in Naples),  

and baking.  She considers her specialty to be buns 

and breads, but she finds that many friends and 

neighbors enjoy her cookies.  She also tries to keep 

Don’s rose bed as beautiful as he kept it, but she 

admits that it is a challenge.     

 

Mary Ann Sturken.  Mary Ann is our 

bass clarinet player and is in her sec-

ond year with the Naples New Hori-

zons Band.  She first learned about 

our group from Jim Baker, one of  

our tuba players.  She says that she looks 

forward to Thursday each week because she enjoys 

our rehearsals so much.  Those two hours just fly by 

because she feels Ken makes our rehearsal time so 

much fun.   

   She began playing the B flat clarinet when she en-

tered fifth grade and switched to bass clarinet dur-

ing the eighth grade.  Mary Ann had an excellent 

director in high school who motivated her and 

helped her become a member of the Eastern States 

H.S. Band during her junior year.  They performed in 

Washington D.C. under the direction of legendary 

conductor Frederick Fennell. 

   A graduate of the University of Tampa, Mary Ann 

majored in elementary education and taught third 

grade for most of her career.  However, in 1998 her 

husband, Craig, was moved from Atlanta to Michi-

gan for his job.  Mary Ann went back to college at 

that time and earned her Ph.D. in Reading Educa-

tion from Oakland University in Rochester, Michi-

gan.  This resulted in her accepting a teaching posi-

tion at Hope College in Holland, Michigan for a few 

years. 

   When not in Naples,  Mary Ann and Craig have a 

home in Gainesville, Georgia, on Lake Lanier.  This 

puts them close enough to their son and his family 

that they can get together.  They also travel to Ida-

ho each summer to visit their daughter.  Other fam-

ily members are Claire and Yuban, two Golden Labs, 

who did not quite make the cut as service dogs, but 

are totally loved by their owners for the wonderful 

companionship they provide. 

   Mary Ann, whose parents were both German im-

migrants, is now studying German and loves Zumba 

classes and just about every water sport one can 

imagine.  She also thinks she might like to learn to 

play bells, xylophone, and steel drum.   

PAGE 7 
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   In a group specifically designated for seniors, it is 
important to have new folks join us on a regular 
basis.  This year we have been particularly blessed 
with the talents, attitudes, and energy our new 
members have brought to our group.  Several of 
these folks may have been mentioned in the last 
issue or elsewhere in this one.  But we hope this 
will briefly introduce the new members to each 
other and all of us who have been in the group for 
the past years. 

 

   Johanna Cassiaro and Ken Wistrom are members 
of the flute section.  They were featured, along 
with the other flutists, in the last issue of our news-
letter.  Dolores Beck, French horn player, was also 
featured in that issue.  Christine Brubaker has 
joined our clarinet section and they are all an im-
portant part of another article in this issue which 
features the entire clarinet group.  In addition to 
those four there are additional players who have 
graced us for this season and it is hoped they will 
continue with us for many years.  As the song lyrics 
state, “It was a very good year!” 

LORRAINE WISTROM, alto sax .  
Lorraine is currently playing saxo-
phone with our group, but is even 
more at home with the clarinet.  
Lorraine holds a BS in Music Educa-
tion from the University of Illinois, 

Champaign, and an MA in Music Education from 
VanderCook College of Music.  After 30 years of 
teaching in Schaumburg and Palatine, she retired 
this past spring.  She has played in pit orchestras 
for many musicals and was the principal clarinetist 
for the Judson Civic  Orchestra in Elgin, Illinois. 

   Lorraine and Ken have two married daughters 
and four grandchildren.  One of their granddaugh-
ters plays flute in her high school band and a grand-
son is studying the trombone.  It seems a love of 
music runs deep in their family. 

 

 

EVERETT HUGHES, Trombone. Ev 
Hughes began his music training 
at the age of nine with private 
trumpet lessons.  In our group, Ev 
plays trombone but he has also 
played euphonium, trumpet, cornet, and organ.  As 
a youngster, he played with the small church or-
chestra in his home church in Troy, NY.  His pastor 
in those days had an active prison ministry, so Ev 
would join him and play for the prisoners at the 
Rensselear County jail on Sunday afternoons.  Of 
course, he also played in his high school groups and 
in community groups, too. 

   After being drafted into US Army during the Kore-
an War, he played trumpet and bugle in the 5th 
Division Army Drum and Bugle Corps.  Later he was 
shipped to Germany and served as a Morse Code 
radio operator in the occupation forces.  After his 
discharge, Ev worked for NY Telephone as a line-
man and cable splicer.  Later he was promoted to 
the engineering department and retired as an engi-
neering manager after 32 years.   

   Everett married his wife, Marilyn in 1957, but sad-
ly lost her to cancer in January of 2017.  They had a 
son and a daughter.  Ev’s son lives in Estero and his 
daughter and her family live in Niverville, NY.  Ev 
spends his summer months in Niverville. 
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Everett plays with the Naples Concert Band during 

his Florida months and with the Ghent Town Band 

in Chatham, NY., when he is “up north”.  With the 

time he spends with our group, he spends lots of 

time “making music”. 

HARVEY HILBURGH, bari-

tone horn .  Harvey is an 

example of recruiting by 

expanding our concerts into 

additional communities.  He 

attended our Island Walk 

Concert on March 3rd and inquired about member-

ship after talking with Ken Carper.  They made an 

arrangement for him to try a baritone horn that Ken 

had in his garage and on March 14th, Harvey 

attended his first rehearsal of NNHB.  He enjoyed 

playing so much that he bought a new baritone 

horn.  

   An orange piano, which was going to be thrown 

out of the local fire house, started Harvey on his 

musical journey.  His folks brought the old piano 

home and his mom arranged and paid for lessons to 

be given by a neighbor.  In the beginning, Harvey 

was not too enthused, but before too long, it sort of 

grew on him and he was enjoying his musical train-

ing.   

   When the opportunity to learn a band instrument 

arose in elementary school, he got started on the 

trumpet. It became an important interest through 

high school and he went on to college at Berklee to 

study music.  He later studied studied at the State 

University of NY. With an interruption in those stud-

ies, he served in the US Army in Vietnam in 1968 – 

69. 

   Harvey’s first teaching position was as a high 

school band director.  After about a dozen years, he 

was encouraged to move into administration, which 

meant more graduate study and on to a job as a 

high school assistant principal.  He eventually be-

came a Superintendent of Schools and in total spent 

41 years in education. 

   Harvey and his wife, Marlene, have a son and a 

daughter as well as five grandchildren, who enjoy 

visiting in sunny Naples.  When Harvey and Marlene 

head north at season’s end, they return to a rural 

area in the Hudson River Valley of New York where 

they have a home.  Harvey still enjoys playing piano 

and also spends time at the gym working on fitness 

and cardio. 

Ed  Maxwell, string bass.  Ed has 

a Ph.D. in Linguistics from North-

western University and he gives 

lectures on linguistics for FGCU’s 

Renaissance Academy.  Since he 

now spends winters in Naples, 

he contacted Ken Carper about the possibility of 

playing with the band.  Ken was eager to give it a try 

and so, Ed began to work on transcribing tuba parts.  

That seems to be what most string bass players do 

when joining a concert band. Ed played with us 

some last spring, but is in his first full season. 

   In addition to bass, Ed plays clarinet, but when 

questioned about how he started on bass, he just 

smiles and says that he has been a bass player all his 

life.                                             
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Kayaking is another activity he enjoys greatly.  Even 

though he says that the bass goes everywhere with 

him, I doubt it goes with him in the kayak.  He chuck-

les and says that it is kind of like carrying your coffee 

table around with you! 

 

JOHN GAUL, alto saxophone.  

A birthday gift to John from 

his grandparents on his 15th 

birthday, got him started 

playing saxophone.  He was 

soon playing in his high 

school band and jazz band.  

In college at the University of Indiana, John partici-

pated in the marching band as well as various pop 

combos. 

   Through the years, John has played in swing bands 

and concert bands around the state of Indiana.  His 

wife was a vocalist in several of those groups and his 

daughter reflected her family’s musical bent by play-

ing violin in her high school years.  John remembers 

one time when his sax got damaged when he was on 

the field marching.  He quickly removed the mouth-

piece and hummed his part through the horn. 

   John has an excellent announcer’s voice, which is 

not surprising when you realize that he was em-

ployed for 34 years on air in both radio and TV.  For 

sixteen years he taught his craft at the college level 

and at a juvenile justice center.  John learned about 

our group on-line and has been with us since January. 

 

RICHARD HARRISON, 

French horn.  Richard 

became seriously inter-

ested in studying the 

French horn only after 

his retirement.  He took 

weekly lessons from the 

third horn of the Florida Orchestra for about three 

years and then joined the Clearwater Concert Band in 

Clearwater, Florida and the Masonic Home Band in 

St. Petersburg.  He moved to Naples about two years 

ago after his wife passed and a new friend invited him 

to share her house. 

He graduated from Tulane University with an ad-

vanced degree and spent most of his life as a re-

search physicist with expertise in underwater sound 

at a Navy Laboratory in Washington, DC. 

 

 

ANN O’BRIEN, tambourine – 

Anne learned of our group 

from Hank Ventry after he 

learned that she had played 

the tambourine in her high 

school band.  Ann was also a 

majorette with that group and 

continued on with her college band, as well.  Her sis-

ter’s husband is a graduate of Julliard in NYC and 

shares his love of music and interest in it with all of 

the family members. 

   Ann is enjoying her participation in NNHB and is 

happy to have been asked to join our organization.  

She also enjoys the social aspect of our group. 

 

From the Director… 

   It is such an honor having music lovers join us each 

year.  We all understand why people our age move 

to Naples for the winter.  The climate is comfortable 

and there are many, many activities to enjoy.   

   It is humbling and a compliment to our group that 

so many people are willing to share their valuable 

time with us.  We are all enriched as more people 

share the joy of making music together ! 


